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in the lives of those af-

fected by ASD in Lubbock 

and surrounding communi-

ties. 

 Overall , the event 

was great and beautifully 

illustrated the unity and 

passion that our commu-

nity has towards promot-

ing awareness of this 

growing disorder. 

 We were truly 

humbled by the incredible 

support shown and want to 

thank everyone who par-

ticipated in this year’s 

event.  

 We hope that next 

year’s walk will be even 

more successful and we 

can continue to touch the 

lives of individuals in our 

community. Based on your 

undying support, we know 

this can be possible. 

   Despite the high 

winds and cold tempera-

tures, this year’s Hands for 

Hope Walk was a huge suc-

cess.  

 An estimated 350 

people participated in a va-

riety of activities beyond 

the walk itself. 

Games, face painting, 

balloon animals, and 

bounce houses were 

among many of the 

stations set up for the 

children to take part 

in. In addition, some local 

celebrities including Raider 

Red, the Masked Rider, 

clowns Sweet Mimi and 

Jimbo, and the Lubbock 

First Responders came out 

to show their support. 

 Families through-

out the South Plains rallied 

together to make this event 

the success that it was. 

Local residents formed 

teams to show support to 

loved ones affected by 

ASD and to further pro-

mote awareness around the 

community.  

 Individuals and 

teams, alike, raised 

money and made 

personal donations 

to help further aid 

in the services pro-

vided to the com-

munity by the 

Burkhart Center.  

 Over $10,000.00 

has been raised so far, and 

money continues to trickle 

in as additional donations 

are received. All proceeds 

raised will go to program-

ming funds here at the 

Center and help us con-

tinue to make a difference 

Aut i sm Walk :  A  Booming  Success 

 Janice is a gradu-

ate of Texas Tech and a 

lifelong educator with 

more than 30 years of 

classroom experience. 

During those years she 

spent much of her time in 

Magness continued on page 2 › 

 We are pleased to 

announce that Texas Tech 

University officials named 

an interim director for the 

Burkhart Center for Autism 

Education and Research on 

May 1, 2009.  

 Janice Magness, 

who has served since 

2007 as the program di-

rector of the Burkhart 

Center’s Collin Burkhart 

Transition Academy, will 

fill the position and pro-

vide ongoing service in 

the Transition Academy. 
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 Magness (cont inued f rom page 1) 

(continued from pg. 1) special 

education and worked with many 

students on the spectrum.  

 Dean Sheryl Santos is 

confident in Janice’s ability to 

fill this position, stating, “Under 

Janice’s dedicated leadership, the 

Burkhart Center will continue to 

be a shining star in our region, 

bringing much needed services, 

hope, and optimism to students 

with autism spectrum disorders 

(ASD) and their families, and to 

the professionals who serve 

them.” 

 Janice will be a tremen-

dous asset to the Burkhart Center 

as she has many excellent ideas 

that we hope to implement in 

order to better serve the students 

in the Collin Burkhart Transition 

Academy as well as the commu-

nity as a whole. 
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òThe nice thing about teamwork is you always 

have others on your side.ó - Margaret Carty 

The Burkhart Center staff  from the left: Stacy Poteet, Janice 

Magness, Kristin Rudd, Michelle Wegner, Susan Voland, Erin 

Lemon. Not pictured: Stephanie Sokolosky 

Meet our Staff... 

Janice Magness……... Interim Director 

Erin Lemon…………. Secretary 

Susan Voland……….. Program  

Coordinator 

Stacy Poteet………… Walk Director 

Stephanie Sokolosky.. Doctoral Student 

Kristin Rudd………… Student  

Assistant 

Michelle Wegner…… Student  

Assistant 

 
Congratulations Graduates  

of  2009 

 We wanted to congratulate 

all the students at Texas Tech Uni-

versity and specifically in the Col-

lege of Education who graduated this 

spring. It is such a fantastic accom-

plishment, and we wish everyone the 

best of luck as you embark on a new 

adventure in your life. 

 In addition, we want to rec-

ognize Sarah LeClair, one of the stu-

dents who attended the Collin 

Burkhart Transition Academy during 

her time at Texas Tech. She also 

graduated this spring with a degree 

in History. We are very proud of her 

for reaching this milestone in life.  
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Aut i sm Fac ts  and  Sta t i s t i cs : 

 All proceeds 

raised will be used to fund 

programming at the Center 

and help us serve the com-

munity.  

 For questions or 

more information, please 

call the Burkhart Center at 

742-1998, ext. 458. 

 The Burkhart Cen-

ter for Autism Education 

and Research is continuing 

to sell T-shirts from this 

year’s Hands for Hope 

Walk for Autism. 

 Shirts are available 

for $10 in youth sizes XS, 

S, M, and L and in adult 

sizes S, M, L, and XL.  

 For information 

about ordering, please 

visit our website at 

www.burkhartcenter.org, 

or stop by our office in 

room 151 in the College 

of Education.  

 Aut ism T- Sh i r t s  fo r  Sa le  in  the Burkhar t  Cen ter : 
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Autism Walk 2009 

Top Fundraising Teams 

The teams above each raised over 

$100.00 for this year’s Hands for Hope 

Walk for Autism. A big thank you to 

everyone else who donated as well. 

Corina & Eddy  Lopez  

Russell & Aiden Carter 

Team Tanner 

Kacee Alexander 

Team Kaleb 

Ellen Feagin 

Morgan Allison 

Shani Robertson 

Eli & Friends 

Team Hays 

Bright Beginnings & Friends 

Team Crestview 

Noah Ky Vergara 

Team Korey Ray 

Grant Taylor Team 

Anakins Ambliars 

Kalebs Krew 

David Collier 

Team Reagan 

 According to the Autism Society of America, autism is “a complex 

developmental disability that typically appears during the first three years 

of life and affects a persons ability to communicate and interact with oth-

ers. Autism is defined by a certain set of behaviors and is a “spectrum dis-

order” that affects individuals differently and to varying degrees.” 

 Currently, there is no known single cause for autism, but increased 

awareness and further research will continue to help families affected by 

this mysterious disorder. 

1.5 million Americans are living with the effects 

of an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). 

1 out of every 150 children has been diagnosed 

with Autism. 

Autism is more prevalent in boys, with an esti-

mated 1 out of ever 94 boys diagnosed. 

The United States spends nearly 90 billion dollars 

annually in costs for autism. 

The lifetime cost of caring for a child with autism 

is between 3.5 and 5 million dollars. 

 

These statistics came from the Autism Society of 

America and can be found at  www.autism-society.org.  

 

http://www.autism-society.org
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tism has given me the 

strength to figure out who 

I am.” 

 Sarah graduated 

with a degree in History 

and would like to pursue 

Law School some day in 

hopes of becoming a law-

yer to fight cases involv-

ing the disabled. 

 Again, Miss Le-

Clair has been such an 

inspiration to those 

around her and touched 

the lives of many during 

her time at Tech, and we 

truly wish her the best of 

luck in pursuing her 

dreams. 

In  the  Spot l i gh t :  Sa rah  LeCla i r 

 Sarah LeClair, 

22, is a prime example of 

why autism does not have 

to be a life-limiting disor-

der. As mentioned on pg. 

2, Sarah, who is affected 

by Asperger’s syndrome, 

graduated from Texas 

Tech University this 

Spring. To reach this 

milestone took a tremen-

dous amount of hard work 

and dedication along with 

learning to overcome the 

challenges that coincide 

with this disorder, but she 

is living proof that it can 

be done.  

 Sarah grew up in 

Dallas with her family 

and came to Lubbock for 

her freshman year in col-

lege. She  enjoyed her 

time at the University, 

stating, “I liked experi-

encing the social and non-

social learning going on 

at Texas Tech.” 

 Sarah was fortu-

nate to find a home at the 

Burkhart Center, where 

she was able to get 

plugged in and meet other 

individuals like herself to 

help her survive the more 

challenging parts of col-

lege. She says, “The 

Burkhart Center for Au-

Burkhart Center for Autism  

Education and Research 

College of Education 

Texas Tech University 

806.742.1998 x 458 
burkhart.educ@ttu.edu 

www.burkhartcenter.org 

A Closer Look: Parentsõ Night Out 

 The Burkhart Center 

for Autism Education and 

Research has partnered with 

Angie Labaj and Raider 

Xtreme Gym in order to pro-

vide childcare to families in 

the community who are af-

fected by an autism spectrum 

disorder.  

 This program is open 

to children with ASD and 

their siblings ages 3 and up. It 

is an excellent way for chil-

dren to socialize in a safe at-

mosphere. 

 On the last Saturday 

of each month, parents can 

drop off their children for su-

pervised care in a fun envi-

ronment from 5:00-8:00, and 

enjoy some time to them-

selves.  

 Children have the op-

portunity to play on a variety 

of equipment including tram-

polines, foam pits, and inflat-

ables. In addition, they can 

participate in arts and crafts or 

board games. Drinks and 

snacks are provided.  

 An email is sent out 

monthly to remind parents of 

the upcoming session. Reser-

vations are required as 

space is limited.  

 Please contact the 

Burkhart Center for Autism to 

be added to our email list, 

obtain additional informa-

tion, or make a reservation. 

 Don’t miss out on this 

great opportunity! 

  

  

Upcoming Events 

Sarah LeClair spends 

time in the Collin 

Burkhart Transition 

Academy 
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May 30, 

2009 

Parents’ 

Night Out 

5:00-8:00 

June 27, 

2009 

Parents’ 

Night Out 

5:00-8:00 

July 7,  

2009 

Southwest 

Sportsplex 

6:30-8:30 

July 13, 

2009 

Sun ’N Fun 

Swimming 

6:00-8:00 

July 25, 

2009 

Parents’ 

Night Out 

5:00-8:00 

July 30, 

2009 

Kenny’s   

Korral 

10:00-12:00 


